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JULY 2018 FROM  THE PASTORS  

Wishing all a happy and safe Fourth of July holiday! 
 

    ñI come to church to meet Jesus.ò 
These are the words of one of our  
session members, reflecting on why 
his life at First Presbyterian Church of 
Highlands remains important and  
relevant in his life. We all hope to 
meet Jesus, or to say it another way, to  
experience Godôs presence in our 
lives. 
 
     Some people experience the Divine 
in worship. Others find God in nature, 
or when they are gathered in the  
presence of their beloved family. Some 
people find God in quiet meditation, or 
in their practice of daily devotion or 
prayer. The truth is, God is present to 
us in countless ways. Sometimes those 
ways feel or seem obvious. Sometimes 
Godôs presence is harder to discern, or 
find. The important thing to remember, 
to trust, is that God remains present 
with us! 

      In a new sermon series this  
summer, we will be exploring some 
different ways we encounter the  
presence of the Divine. The series is 
called ñHoly Encounters: Meeting 
God in Our Living.ò Throughout 
scripture, ordinary people have  
extraordinary encounters with the  
presence of God. Abraham and Sarah, 
Moses, Jacob, Mary, the disciples, and 
Paul all find themselves in the  
presence of God as they are going 
about their everyday lives. Each of 
their experiences informs how we, too, 
meet God in our own lives here and 
now. We hope you will join us for the  
following six Sundays as we explore 
how these favorite characters and  
stories from the Bible teach and  
remind us that God comes even now, 
even to us.  

                            Curtis & Emily  
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     The mission of The Literacy Council is to enrich lives and expand the knowledge of children, adults 
and families through diverse educational programs that advance literacy in its many forms and to promote 
lifelong learning, which results in an informed and empowered community. 
 

     The Literacy Council exists to help people gain the communication tools they need to lead more  
fulfilled, productive lives through programs such as adult literacy program, after-school tutoring, a   
homework assistance program, English as a Second Language classes, computer- based learning  

programs, and a GED Program. ESL and GED are conducted weekly at our church and our congregation provides meals on the 1st 
Thursday of the month for the participating students. If interested in helping out please contact the church office. For further  
information on the Literacy Council or volunteer opportunities, please contact Bonnie Potts, Executive Director, at 526-0863. 

 
 

 
      
     This month we feature Jane Jerry who is a Board Member for the Literacy Council of Highlands and chairs the 
upcoming Celebration of Education Fundraiser on Thursday, July 26 at the Highlands Falls Country Club. 
 

Why do you serve on the board? How long have you served?  I first became aware of the Literacy Council 
when Gerry Doubleday made a presentation at the Rotary Club of Highlands. He was not only  
knowledgeable about its programs but also deeply moved when he told us a store about literacy and his own  
family. I joined the board in 2017 and have enjoyed friend raising and fundraising for the Literacy Council. 
 

What has been transformative for you in this position? It has been my good fortune to learn from others 
throughout my career ï from the importance of interactive learning in childrenôs museums, to the appreciation of art and gardens in 
more traditional museums, to a better understanding of science concepts when planning a youth science center in Ireland.   
 

The Literacy Council is no different: our work sparks us to think about the very definition of literacy. Clearly, reading and arithmetic 
provide the foundation for all learning. Yet looking forward to the future, ñliteracyò is truly a global concept ï encompassing skills 
needed to cope with our ever more complicated world. I believe language fluency, financial acumen, media analysis, nutritional  
awareness, comprehension of world history and in person communication will all be increasingly important components in the  
definition of literacy! 
 

Gosh!  I bet you didnôt expect me to get all philosophical with you here, did you?! Please join us on July 26 to learn more about how 
you can be involved with the Literacy Council of Highlands. 
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     Our moment for mission at the June 
3rd service was the Presbytery of WNC 
Hunger Project, represented by Rev. Riley 
Coven. He presented First Presbyterian 
with a check for the Highlands Food  
Pantry, to fulfil a grant request written by 
Dick Grier on behalf of the International 
Friendship Center Food Pantry. Friendship 
Center Board member Scottie Scott  

accepted the funds. 

      
      During the month of  
July, the Mission Ministry will 
sponsor a Free Will Donation for 
the Five Cent Per Meal Hunger 
Drive which was described in last 
month's newsletter. Large marked 
jars will be available at both 
church entrances for coins, bills 
or checks to be deposited if you 
so desire.  

 
Thank you! 

                                                                                
 
 

 
Presbyterian Disaster Assistance 

(PDA) is collecting funds for  
immediate emergency needs such a  
personal hygiene kits and psychological 
and trauma support for impacted  
residents in Guatemala following the 
volcano disaster.   
 

     Our Mission Ministry approved a  
donation of $2,000 from the mission  
budget to the PDA to aid in Guatemalan 
Recovery efforts. 
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JUNE  HAPPENINGS  

     A very busy Sunday June 3rd. Bri Jenkins was awarded a scholarship to assist with her studies at Lanier Technical College 
this fall. Pastor Curtis demonstrated the ways in which we can reflect the light of Christ, in his Moment for Children. We 
were blessed with guest musicians Mike Brubaker, french hornist, Kelly O'Dell, oboist, and Jonathan Wilkes, pianist. The 
congregation enjoyed a special luncheon after the worship service, welcoming back our "Summer Saints."  

     Sunday, June 10th was a special Sunday indeed. It was "Heritage Sunday," and not only did we have our former pastor 
Lee Bowman as guest preacher, but she also performed the Sacrament of Baptism for her youngest grandchild, Virginia  
Howard Cramer, daughter of Kate and Evan Cramer. Lee's brother and our Congregational Representative, Willis Willey, 
charged the congregation with the care and spiritual guidance of Virginia. Also on June 10th, the Sacred Sounds Handbell 
Choir . 

     Pastor Emily presented the Childrenôs Moment on June 17th and The Silly Ridge Roundup Band set toes tapping, hands 
clapping and enthusiastic singing along with their old-time gospel favorites. The Highlands-based band infuses our Sunday 
morning service with a delightful energy every time they are with us. We are especially grateful to Ray & Diane McPhail for 
underwriting this special music. 

     On June 24th Pastor Curtis led the Children's Moment and we were delighted to have the special music of  pianist/
composer Jonathan Wilkes, our own Dr. Linda Lancaster, flutist and organist Angie Jenkins. Dr. Thomas Long preached a 
sermon on ñTelling Timeò as part of the Mullen Lecture Series.  (see page 4). 


